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"A NEW AGE SYNTHESIS IN HOME ECONOMICS”
EXPANDS CAREER OPTIONS FOR CM STUDENTS
By Maribeth Dwyer
University of Montana
Office of University Relations
MISSOULA-This fall the University of Montana ushers in "A New Age Synthesis in
Home Economics,” a program which replaces the former diversified curriculum
with a more sharply focused one that will prepare all home economics majors
for work in educational programs.
Lest anyone leap to the conclusion that the new program is solely for
training schoolteachers, Sara C. Steensland, department chairwoman, stresses
that it actually expands career options for home economics students.
"The focus on education is not a departure from our traditional role,"
she points out.

"All home economists are educators even though they are not

all teaching in classrooms.”
The new approach is the department's creative answer to the challenge
posed by the retrenchment forced upon UM in the late 1970s.

Zapped by cuts

that left the home economics department with six faculty members to maintain
a program that had been designed for nine, the department was faced with some
hard choices.

After careful study, a faculty task force came up with a positive

plan that won enthusiastic approval of the Montana Board of Regents in June 1980.
(more)
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The plan called for the transfer of the home economics department
from the College of Arts and Sciences to the School of Education, in keeping
with its emphasis upon the home economist as educator.
move was made fall quarter 1980.

The administrative

The curricular changes will take effect

this September, using faculty resources of the College of Arts and Sciences
and the School of Business Administration as well as those of the School of
Education.
Under the new dispensation, students may complete requirements for voca
tional certification as classroom teachers, or they may prepare to become
educators in non-school environments, such as governmental agencies, community
service organizations or private business concerns.
Leading to the bachelor of arts degree in home economics, the program
provides a common core of courses in home economics and other fields for all
majors.
Students working for certification as classroom teachers will take necessary
courses in education and demonstrate competence in student teaching.
Instead of seme of the education courses, those opting for careers outside
the classroom will take courses in such- areas as business, economics, political
science, psychology, social work, sociology and the natural sciences.
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also complete a professional internship.
All majors will take certain professional courses and training in methods
of teaching home economics.

They will also enroll in courses in child develop

ment and family relationships, clothing and textiles, consumer affairs, food and
nutrition, and housing and equipment.
In addition, majors must take classes in computer science, economics, political
science, environmental studies, interpersonal communication and psychology.
(more)
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The breadth of this program reflects the liberal arts orientation of
the University of Montana.

Men and women emerge from the program not only

with professional competence but with the solid grounding in the arts and
sciences that distinguishes the truly educated from the merely skilled.
According to Steensland, the program meets the needs of both graduates
and employers.

The demand for high school teachers of home economics continues

while that for consumer educators in a variety of settings grows apace, she
says.
She notes that home economists are hired as consumer educators, consumer
credit counselors, nutrition consultants, dispensers of advice in print and
electronic media, textile designers, marketing managers-- the list goes on.
They work for governmental agencies such as the Cooperative Extension
Service, the Department of Business Regulation and various boards and councils
and for private companies such as Montana Power, Mountain Bell, Rosauers and
Super Save.

They are found on the payrolls of fast food chains, equipment

distributing and retailing firms, hospitals, day care centers and publishers.
Home economists indeed function in diverse ways, but at the core of every
thing they do is the family as a social- and economic institution.
fessionals-- social workers,

Other pro

lawyers, economists, psychologists-- are also con

cerned with the family, but home economists take a different approacli to family
problems.

Their emphasis is upon prevention of crises rather than intervention

after the crisis occurs.
Steensland expects UM graduates to capture a good share of the growing job
market for home economists,

She is plainly proud of the LIM’s home economics

program, past and present, and its products.

"Our alums

have built a remarkable

record of success in the profession, and our future graduates will be well equipped
(over)
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to match that record."
To support that claim, she can--and does-- cite achievements by the
dozen of both students and graduates.
For example, Susan J. Gust, a junior home economics major, will preside
this year over student home economics organizations in 52 colleges and univer
sities as the national chairwoman of the American Home Economics Association
Student Member Section.

Gust, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Gust of

Big Timber, also serves by appointment of the state superintendent of public
instruction as the student member of the Montana Vocational Education Advisory
Counci 1.
As for former students, consider that for three years running a home
economics graduate has been selected to receive a Distinguished Alumnus Award
(DAA) or Young Alumnus Award (YAA) at Homecoming.

These awards are reserved

for men and women whose accomplishments are judged worthy of the highest honor
the UM Alumni Association bestows.
This year fashion designer Olwen "Wini" Jones, Seattle, will receive a DAA.
In 1980 and 1979, respectively, YAAs went to Deborah Cunningham, Butte, coordi
nator of consumer affairs for the Montana Power Company, and Audrey Peterson,
Missoula, former manager of consumer affairs for the Pillsbury Company and now
a member of the UM home economics faculty. Cunningham is originally from Hysham.
If past is prologue, University of Montana home economics graduates will
continue to acquit themselves with distinction in a profession that makes life
better for every family.

